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The steps outlined in this ‘paper are intended to,help . .
organize and capitalize on local. school resources. when constructing " °
. inservice programs for improving writing instruction.. The guidelines
. are based on the assumptions that faculties are aware’ of their own -
. teaching needs, that the best inservice comesxfromiteaphers who can ,
effectively demonstrate their successful techniques, that writing .
‘'shoyld be integrated with all subject areas, and that both teachers.
And students must master the writing proceéses(prewritind®,’ drafting,
and revising), Emanating from these assumptiod®, the ten steps for
insgrvice prografi development include the following: (1).-eplisting’
administrative support, (2) soliciting teachers as .
presenters/participants, '(3) "compiling a writing bibliography to .
which program participants can refer, (4) collecting effective ~
teaching ideas from participants and sequencing them according ﬁﬂ
topiclgreas-withjn the writing process, (5) schéduling workshop V:
sessions -based ow the sequenfial list from step 4, and (67 having. .
© participating teachers prepare and pregent their ‘ideas within a _ o
"Do-Léok-Learn" approach to inservige ‘education. TRe "Do~Look~Learn" ’
method is explained and resoﬁr;eségiéyﬁgggested concerning L
. prewriting, drafting, revising, te in gechanics, grading, small
group work, the teacher’s role, writing in the content areas, and .
. sequencing writing., (RL) ‘ 4 <~ - ’
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in 1earn1ng to write? Need1ng~pettir r teaching wrixing? Search-

ing for a staff development progéam 0 meet your needs?
(' " Help is on tﬁe'way. o 7 N T
\ - Here is a b]uepfiﬁt fer actﬁon,'a way to‘organize and capika]izeTOn o
the resources in your schoo] to 1mprove the ‘teaching of wr1t1ng W1th on]y .
a 11m1ted outlay of funds and the cooperation of other facu%ty members you
dcan organ]ze a staff deve]opment program adapted\frOm the Georg1a State
.Un1vers1ty/$outheqst Center for the Teachmg‘of'ﬂmt\mg,1 a sate]11te of
‘the hi%h]y successful University of Califorhia, éerke]ey/Bay Area Writing
Project.? “The prog}am is based on the fo]]owing assumptions; -
'1.7 Facu1t1es are aware of the1cﬁown téaching needs Thay ' )
are capab]e -of deve]op1ng their-own staff deve]opment )
programs for acquiring knowledge and ski]]s to meet . C T
& those ﬁeeds'wiphoue«the help of‘outsiee speciaiists.

-
N .. N s f
)

- «

'Y %

1Georg1a State Un1vers1ty/Southeast Center for the Teach1ng of Wr1t1ng .
ﬁ\o , University Plaza /
N Atlanta, Georgia 30303 . ' ’

’ g 2Un1vers1ty of Ca11forn1a/Bay Area Writing Proaect ' o .
. ,} <School of Education

w .
ﬁ.‘ ’ Berke?ey, Cahforma 94720 Q SR ) Co .
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© 2, . The best teacher of teachers is another teacher who Jas . P

Lt had success'in a gimilar situation The practices of -

‘ . these successfu] teachers‘can be effect1ve1y demonstrategd '(f

} . M »

to others IR P

L4

;
1 G

';3.' Teach1ng wr1t1ng is the respons1b111ty of teachers of all

v
P

£,
. subJects, not Just-those of the 1anguage arts Writing

shou]d be 1ntegrated with all subJect areas . “; ’ " ‘ f;

« LIS

K}
1

4, Processes .of prewr1t1ng, draft1ng, and revising are the K

bas1cs which must belmastered. To understand fully the
‘ . P »
s nrocess‘of-writidg:and to’]ead students effective]y

‘"!\‘ through these processes teachers themselves must wrijte.

E]
1

Us1ng the§e assumpt1ons as a gu1de, teachers 1n your schoo] can 001-
' 1aborate and develop\the1r own 1nserv1ce staff development program for
- gt . ’,

. improving the teach1ng of wr1t1ng Here is how to do 1t for an overy1ew,

‘look at the program mab and then fo11ow the step by~ step procgdure,

-

) STEP 1 vShare th]f article with your pr1nC1pa1 and enlist h1s/her

" support. Plan a t1me when the contents of this art1c1e can be discusse
4 5 R ~ [
at a facu%ty meet1ng, - o S | o

-

r*, STEP 2 2. Dup]1cate and distribute cop1es of this article to all other

4, l

facu]%y members . - Attach a note 1nd1cat1ng the subJect of th1s article

C e,
STEP 3% Determ1ne at the facu]ty meet1ng those teachers who desire

/ ‘r

w111 be p]aced on the agenda for the lnext} faculty meet1ng

() par11c1pate in a deye]opment program to 1mprove their know?edge and

3k111s in teach1ng wﬁftlng A]] teachers &n the schbol need not part1c1pate,
L. s -

_ but the more. ihe merr1er : ) B .

L v

‘ '//STEP 4. Ask youﬁ med1a speC1a11st to compile a b1b11ography and to

ordeﬂ’%ome re1evant books and,Journa1s wh1ch faculty can use “to ‘augment

. . .
l . «
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1

knowledge of wr1t1ng and the teachwng of wr1t1ng See_the biblio-

- grap y for’ suggestions h

1

pTEP 5. Ask each part1c1pat1ng teacher to. 1dent1fy a method which s
: !

‘e has found to be effect1v§ in teachlng writing and" wh1ch he/she

.

ke to share w1th others Each mempér writes a brief description‘

g meshod. ‘The descr1pt10n might, 1ook‘somethjng }tke this: .
"E .» S . ) P ' , a . ';’,‘ . .\

i

? 7 ' ' 14
: g - "METHOD DESCRIPTION ‘
4 B . " .
. ] Writing,from Experiences : ) .
O " Children enter1ng school have had many experiences. They
Tk have learned from their experiences and have many ideas

1
1§ based upon them: This presentation aliows" the- student to
discuss and write about <the exper1ences they have had=amd
.4 the ideas they have. formed.

-

1
Jully Houck

¢ IS

] L}

5§EP 6. Co]]ect these descr1pt1ons and sequence;fhem accordrng to

er————

the héadings under which they fall in ‘the b1b11ography--the writing’ pro-
cess,
i

rewr1t1ng, draft1ng, rev1shng, teaching the mechanicss, sma]] group

.

work, he teacher' s role, wr1€hng 1n the content areas. and sequenc1ng \

writ1ng4 If no one has described 2 method ¥efated to one or more of these
-

head1ngs, then consider’ br1nging 1n a guest speaker to‘ﬂwke the desired
present§t1on Potent1a1 souhces are high scheol’ teachers, central off1ce
staff, state department of educat1on personnel, pﬁbfe§51ona] writers,
Nat1onaT Wr1t1ng PrOJect consu1tants, or 1oca1 co]lege facuTty members.
§I§§_Z~ Based on the seéhenc1ng of these descriptions, determine a

schedu]é?for the ‘school year ingdicating the dates:when each of these pre-

sentations will be made. Schedule the workshop sessions about two-weéﬁs

¥
Pd R ’ . . -

H ¢
H
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Took some§h1ng like this:

. abart and allow about two hours for each presentat1dn

rd
’

The schedule might

t A :‘.\ ' - \-,‘,, - * ,i
] . PRESENTER- . PRESENTAT ION DATE/T IME
V:l\« . : ” : j "‘ : : 2 A : . -
S . The Writing Process,’ i
" _Ela Rivers . The Writing Process: . September 30
: , :Prewr1t1ng, Draft1ng: and ’3:00-5:00 p.m.
¢ Revising )
b :{ E Prewrfting ) '
, . Joyce McKernie’ Creat1ng at Atmosphere for October %15
. ., Writing . -3:00-5;00 p.m. I
. p - o . X . .
»Judy Houek Writing from Experience - October 30
: ' R 3:00-5:00 p.m.
' co ~ Draftin : é?
. . . . . . . »
. Mary Moynt « Journal Writing - November 75
P Moo :O‘T LT 3:00-5:00 p.m:
R ' T ) v : i :
Donhp‘GTadding Lapguage Experience with Deceqber 5 +
‘a Zip . ) 3:00-5:00 p.m. (
- ¢ ks \ \.
Ete. 1) . o .
' \ _ ]L * " > *
— \ -

STEP 8; D1str1bute the schedule to all f acu]ty members, even the ones

; i» who have e]ected\nqt to make presentat1ons or to part1e1pate They may :

change the1r mindg and want to attend the workshop se551ons .

STEP 9 £ach teacher deve]ops a,presEntat1on to demonstrate the method ‘
he/she haS‘found to be effect1ve in teach1ng.wr1t1hg (as reported in Step 5). _

. i T
The presentat1on is s;ructuggd around a 1earn1ng approach which 1nvo]ves:

1 F
‘the part1c1pat1ng teachers in-a. doxng act1v1ty This approach has three \
~ . *r - - L '

character15t1cs&

00- LOOK~ LEARN - Lo - K . - .




1
, Do - 1nvo]ve the teachers in the Wr1t1ng method be1ng i
_ (S T t

‘ 1 demonstrgted in much the Same way they‘W11] be expected fh /1 ',
. to 1nv01Ve their students back 1n\\he c]assroom (That~ f. /
- . way, the teachers w1]1 be. better ab]e to exper1ence aqd
identify with the fee]]ngs and thoughts éf the students N

A'when they do this same act1v1ty

.

4
\ «

LOOK - prepare handouts based on re]evant research or o

* authoritative opinion which support the effectiveness

of the wr1t1ng methodjbe1ng demonstrated Use the bib-

' liography as’a source of 1nformat1on Ask the teacherS'
'

to @nalyze the writing and/or }earntng act1v1ty 1n wh1ch

. they have gust engaged in relat1on to the assumpt1ons
* - Ll x

R 'and kniowTedge exp1a1ned in ‘the handouts A '

-, N ‘. ] “ 3

- i . -

.LEARN ~ have teachers dent1fy and sharetthe kﬂ%wTedge
and skills they have Tearned and prepare-a lesson by
adapting the method that was-presented to their own

teaching situatidn. ... & R S

o
L3 .

~ . ( ’ . ) -

The teacher's presentat1on m1ght Took T1ke the fo]]ow1ng-examp1e,

“"Writing from’Experiences." . - o 7
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WRITING FROM EXPERIEACES ' '
‘ Judy Hpuck . . . ) o
o g = - — —Gwinnett County SchogTs —— '\ — * O
B Introductidn (5 minuteé)" . - 7 L , ‘"

-

1. Purpose : : o ;

. a. Tepchers will.learn how to use an object to stimilate
: ' children's creativity. ' -
. C _\\P. Teachers will learn how to help students conduct an
: ‘ . > interview. ' o - ‘
o o Teachers will learn how to help Students write a — .-
2 narrative in the expressive mode. - (/, '
. ) ~d. Teachers will learn how to integrate oral and writte
narration. ) . v .\

N\

. \ .
t 2. -Expkfaaiien of Learning Activity - ° . ' :
" | " Yeachers will .use' an object whicﬁ.symbo]izes an ex- - P

. ~ T perience they have had to stimulate their writing
= - . about that experience.

k3 ~— »

-

3. Setting the Stage for Lea;ning Activity .

a. Method used with 7th grade students. Heterogeneous
( . '.class, ranging from EMH to gifted students. '
. . . b, Teachers will engage in the.activity as themselves,
cre . rather than assume a.student's role. .
4

-

S : DO Learriing Activity, (30-40 minutes)

. - 1. Prior to the presentation, the teééher§ will be asked to ) “
e . bripg-dn object to class that symbolizes an experience. | . -

- : ‘ 2. The presenter shows the class the object he/she has

' ‘brought ‘and the teachers attempt’ to learn what experi-
ence the object symbolizes by'interviewing the Presenter.
) When they have determined the experience, the presenter,
_— ) " relates the full story of the experience:.

\ : 3. The class is divided into groups of 2 or 3. Teachers’ (§:;;\‘

. v ’ ' take turns showing ‘the objéct which they have brought - l
: ©7 and dT}owing the rest of the group to idemtify the ex- Lo

, perience it symbolizes. When .the experience is deter- ) "
e .t " mined, the teacher whose object it is re]ate’s the entire :| -
, ' ’ - experience. Each teacher is given°10 minutes to have )

; . . ’ his/her experience revealed.

'

4. Each teacher writes a nar %ion abbut his/ker eLLeri@ncé. -

. ‘5. Teachers exchange papers among their group members. - This
' L. . is-an excellent time to didcuss possible ways to revise -| M
: the narration. . . . 7—»




1  LOOK at Learning Activity (15-25 minutes)

¢ L}

»y

~ » ’2.

1.

.3.

LEARN from Learning Activity (20-30 minutes) -

¥

According to Walter T. Petty's Experiences in Lanquage, — i
. "children. will write atout-those things they. know about,
things they have experienced, things that have meanind -
to them." Children coming to school have had many experi- .
ences. They have .learned from those experiences as the
-"basis for writing narration and have many ideas based . .
upon them. 1In this activity, children use these experi- o
~ences and ideas as a basis for writing. ] , -

Begin by providing many opportunities for .discussion

about the things they (children) know ands the ideas

they have formed. These discussions will help clarify
ideas, build related concepts;_ and learn’ new vocabulary ,
(Petty). -In this activity stdﬁ%nts not only express .
ideas and describe their own experience, but through :
listening to each other learn new concepts and vocabulary.

According. to Moffett and-Wagner's Student-Centered .
Léngiage *Arts and Reading, K-13, "As students canduct -
interviews, they Tearn that open-endgd questions will
elicit better responses as they interyiew the teacher .

and then each other.about the object they haye brought."

1

Y

3.

1.

Teachers indiviﬁua11& design a ]eéson*adapting this
method to their own clagsfooms.

Teachers form small gndups, according to grade level, to
discuss their plans for adaptation. .

‘Teachers fill out evaluation form requesting, feedback on
(a) presentation and (b) additional ideas to explore in
Uthe presentation. - !

a. Could these deas be:adapted for you?
b. Suggestions for improving presentation?
€. Were objective§ clear? If not, why not? T

-

’ - - ° [

STEP 10. Conduct the vaggpus work;hop sessions according to the’

schedule.

activities:

1. a 90-minute DO-LOOK-LEARN presentatfon of a method for teaching X

X wrifing; and

Except for the first session, each session includes two separate .

R .

[}




. e
-’ % , . N -

. 2. a 30-minute discussion on teachers' experIence an apply- "'

1] ¥ o b

ing the method presented in a previous se§51gn in their

own classrooms. It is 1ntended that after’ aﬁwr1t1ng
R .
. method has been presented in the workshop, part1c1pants

w111 .return to’ the1r respectlve classrooms to try out

- - b

the.method w1th‘the1r own,studenks. They should be pre-
prepared to discuss the results of this e@perience at
each workshop session.”” The presenter for the day is

4

S
L

“reSporisible for leading the 30-minute discussion. The
Vd . B . .

\ »

/Barticiﬁants might focus bn the following questions.

) . .. . ) .

- .‘ ' \
~ DISCUSSTON QUESTIOpNS
1, " What adaptations of the method did you make ° DI
before try1ng 1t out in your own classroom? .
, " | 2. What effect did this method have on the

- . students' writing performance? ” -

3. Mhat influence did this method have on the
A .. students; attitude about writing?

4. What modifications would ,you make in the method
before us1ng it again? ’

5. at new 1deas ab0ut teach1ng MWriting did you ‘
) et from using this method7

3

#

..By fo]foning this procedure your school faculty, ean.easi1y]imp1ement.

" an inservice staff’development program for improving'tHE'teaching of\Qriting

as a means'tq heiping your ‘students improve their writing performance. Yoﬁr
own expertise and 1nittative are the needed ingredients. Then watch your

students get turned on to yritind!

’ L
5 % ‘ . '




POSTSCRIPT oy i N
The Bay Area Nr1t1n§ Progect\contends that if wr1t1ng teachers are to Lo
) . he]p their students write effect1ve4y, they must understand the fee11ngs . \ilﬂ V.

*
and processes exper1enced by students as they wr1ﬂe DTagnos1ng student

K r 4 ’ ! oo
. problers, recogh1z1ng paths to c]ear~expression, knowjng how to give '

e

" .appropr1ate feedback--all these skills. are enhanced. by. teachers redu]ar 0

- R L}

1nvo]vement 1h their own wr1t1ng Teachers who write and share their, _"- .
- . L :
‘writing with students reinférce students 1nberest_1n wr1t1hg andqdemon-‘<’—

»
<

_strate avwitlingness to improwe their skills. U RN

. . . -
- - 2 h

-
-
k, \ - - . ) €, . "

As a part of-this staff deveJopment-program you are encouraged to

practi our own® wr1t1ng and to organ1ze teacher response groups fon

.

- -critiquing and rev1srng your p1eces (see the” B1b11ography for art1c1es on

: Sma?1 group work) As a start1ng point, rework your method presentat1on
4 f '
. e} that 1t can be sumetted as an art1c1e for pub11cat1on Tn a profess1ona1

=
Journal. The audience and mode are def1ned for you by the }ourna] The ‘
profess1on will be. rﬂcher for your contrxbut1on and you w111 be an even.. T ’
" better writer and teacher -of wr1t1ng ) ) S T \’

. .
. . A 3 *
: -
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